
TOWN OF GATES

RECREATION BROCHURE INSIDE 

                                          
 GATES CORNERSTONE

SPRING/SUMMER 2022  



TOWN DIRECTORY PAGE |  02

Cosmo A. Giunta,
Town Supervisor
(585) 429-8210
supervisor@townofgates.org

Christopher DiPonzio, 
Deputy Supervisor
cdiponzio@townofgates.org

Lee Cordero, Councilman
lcordero@townofgates.org

Andrew Loughlin, Councilman
aloughlin@townofgates.org

Steve Tucciarello, Councilman
stucciarello@townofgates.org

GATES TOWN BOARD Summer Events

Town of Gates
1605 Buffalo Rd

Rochester, NY 14624
585-247-6100

www.townofgates.org

Starting on page 18



PAGE |  03 TOWN SUPERVISOR

Ringing in the New Year …
 

                                      Many of us started 2022 by making a resolution. By definition, a resolution              
                                    is a tradition in which a person resolves to continue good practices, change  
                                    an undesired trait or behavior, accomplish a personal goal or otherwise 
improve their behavior. I’m sure many of us were anxious to just put 2021 behind us and were 
looking forward to resetting.  I was excited to welcome 2022 and continue looking forward to 
seeing what it brings. I see it as an opportunity to learn from the past and resolve to improve 
not only myself but continue making our community a safer and better place. I’m invigorated to 
see what new projects and initiatives we as a town can accomplish this year.  
   
     We kicked off the process to update our Town’s 5 year Comprehensive plan. We have 
appointed a board to oversee this process. They were established to help set forth our town’s 
future vision and goals. In the picture on the next page, I’m signing closing papers for our newly 
acquired land of 110 acres which again, was graciously donated to us by Dolomite Products 
Company Inc. We now have the space for potential future project(s) within our town. This board 
will hopefully assist us with determining a plan for its use. Projects we are considering are to 
construct a new town facility such as a new Department of Public Works and/or creating a new 
Town Park (85 + acres). Something that our residents can utilize. When the time comes, we will 
be soliciting input from you, our residents, on the plan.  What amenities you would like to see in 
it?  What can it offer that makes it unique, different and more inclusive from our other five town 
parks?  So please stay tuned!

      On another note, some bittersweet news is that Chief James VanBrederode decided to retire 
after 37 years with our Gates Police Department. He will be missed by us all.  I wanted to take 
this opportunity to thank him for his many years of service and wish him nothing but the best in 
all his future endeavors. With that said, I did want to welcome our new interim Chief, Robert 
Long who was promoted from Lieutenant. Chief Long has been with our town for 17 years and 
have no doubt that he will continue to serve our town in the same capacity as our former Chief 
JVB.  We also promoted Sgt. Matt Pascarella to Lieutenant and Officer Arnold Frost to Sergeant.  

    Although we are not fully past this whole pandemic, I truly believe by this time next year 
COVID will be an afterthought. The Town of Gates is dedicated to continue to bring and provide 
the best possible services to our residents this entire 2022. Please keep checking in or follow us 
on social media and consider participating in our spring & summer programs and events. 

     In closing, I look forward to my continued service to our community. We currently have 
vacancies on our volunteer boards (planning, zoning, and conservation).If you are interested in 
serving on one of them, please contact me. Also, please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
other questions, comments or concerns either through email: supervisor@townofgates.org , 
calling me at 585-429-8210 or stopping into my office. As always, don’t forget to visit our website 
www.townofgates.org for more information.

 
 

Cosmo A. Giunta                          
          Supervisor                           

 

A Message from Supervisor Cosmo A. Giunta

mailto:supervisor@townofgates.org
http://www.townofgates.org/
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Kurt Rappazzo, Highway Superintendent
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(585) 247-6100 ext 245
Cell: 360-7210

Finance
Stephanie Licciardello
slicciardello@townofgates.org
(585) 247-6100 ext 406

Fire Marshal
Sal Montemurro
smontemurro@townofgates.org
(585) 247-6100 ext 244

Historian
Bill Gillette
bgillette@townofgates.org
(585) 247-6100 ext 124

Library

Anna Souannavong
asouannavong@townofgates.org
(585) 247-6446

Personnel
Linda Godfrey
lgodfrey@townofgates.org
(585) 247-6100 ext 246

Police
Chief Rob Long
rlong@townofgates.org
(585) 247-6100 ext 409

Recreation & Parks
Daniel Hoock
dhoock@townofgates.org
(585) 247-6100 ext 289

Supervisor's Office

Town Clerk
Veronica Owens
vowens@townofgates.org
(585) 247-6100 ext 411

Town Court
Maryanne Mazurek
mmazurek@townofgates.org
(585) 247-6100 ext 408

Lily Alberto
Secretary to the Supervisor
lalberto@townofgates.org
(585) 247-6100 ext 211

Girl Scouts volunteering at February "Be Kind" event On February 23, a book was dedicated to 
former Gates Town Historian Judy 

DeRooy at the Gates Public Library.  More 
info on Judy can be found on page 14.

Cosmo Giunta signing 
closing papers for land 
donated by Dolomite 

Products Company Inc.

At the February Town Board meeting, 
three officers were sworn in.  Lieutenant
Pascarella, Chief Long, and Officer Frost.
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Town of Gates presenting Open 
Door Mission with a $1100 

check donation and toiletries 
collected from our Town staff 

and employees.
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Phone: 247-6100 x411       Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Meet our Town Clerk Staff's Dogs!

Sarah's Dog - Moe Cindi's Dog - ChesterVeronica's Dog - Riley Mackenzie's Dog - Athena

Go to www.monroecounty.gov
Look for a box on the upper right hand side of the county’s home page titled “Top On-line 
Services”. Click on the first bullet “View / Pay Taxes Online”.
This opens the Real Property Portal. Read the agreement and click “I Agree”.
On the next screen enter your address or the parcel ID number, and then click the “Search” 
button.
Your property information should then appear. At the top right of the screen click on the green 
button that says “Pay Property Taxes”.  While you are not paying your tax, this is how to see all of 
your tax information.
At the very top left of the next screen that opens you will see “School Tax Bill”, “Combined Town 
and County Tax Bill”, “Current School Transaction Summary” and “Combined Town and County 
Transaction Summary”. The first two are the original bills and the next two are the receipts for the 
most recent billing cycles. The payment information is at the bottom of the receipt. It will show the 
dates and amounts that were received to date and any outstanding amount due, if there is one.
The Payment History button will show payments from previous years. 

If you are looking for a copy of your tax bill and/or tax receipt

We understand not everyone has a computer to retrieve this information online. If requested, we will 
still mail the receipt to you. Just be sure to indicate this desire by checking the box on the bill or 
mailing the entire bill to us with your payment.

PLANNING A WEDDING THIS YEAR?!?
Marriage licenses are issued at the Town Clerks Office.  Marriage licenses are not valid for 24 hours 
and must be used within 60 days, so call a couple of weeks before your marriage date. We will let you 
know what you need to bring in with you. These are by appointment only Monday through Friday, 
please call us at 585-247-6100 X411 to schedule an appointment.   

DOG LICENSE
Don’t forget all dogs in the Town of Gates must to be registered, and renewed yearly. If you purchased 
or adopted a new dog, we need proof of rabies as well as spay/neuter.  You only need to bring in the 
proof of rabies when renewing. Payment may be in the form of cash, check or credit card.      

http://www.monroecounty.gov/
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Everyone knows that all the rain that falls in Gates eventually makes it to Lake Ontario. But did you know that in order 
to get there, the stormwater goes through one of three local streams?  Check out this map of our Town watersheds:

Keep Gates Clean!  Including our Creeks!

Pet Waste. Pick up after your pets. Pet waste are not natural fertilizers, and if not picked up, ends up in our 
waterways. Improper disposal of pet waste is not only against the law, it’s bad for the environment. Don’t forget 
your doggie bag when walking your pet, and drop the baggie in your garbage. It's the law!
Car Maintenance. Contaminants such as grease, motor oil, metals, and detergents that get into the storm sewer 
system will pollute our local creeks. They can come from a leaky engine, a home oil change, or even washing your 
car. Keep them contained. Put drip pans or cloths under leaks and consider changing your oil in your garage. 
Used oil can be disposed of at the Highway Garage.
Lawn Care & Landscaping. Use lawn care chemicals sparingly. Use lawn fertilizers with zero phosphorus, and 
herbicides and pesticides only when necessary. Bag your grass clippings and put them in your garbage. Consider 
composting. 
Rain Barrels. Do you have a garden? Then consider installing a rain barrel to collect rain water. It connects to 
your downspout, and you can use that water for your garden.

Clean waters promote better recreational opportunities, such as fishing, boating, and swimming. The Town works 
with the Monroe County Stormwater Coalition to protect our creeks for the betterment of us all and the environment. 
Together, we provide education and outreach opportunities, look for and correct illegal discharges, review and 
oversee development, and conduct municipal operations to lessen the impact on the environment.  Here are four 
areas where a little change could make a big difference in keeping our local creeks clean:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Remember, only rain down the drain! Every ditch and catch basin in the Town is connected to our local creeks. 
Anything that goes in, will end up in our creeks and eventually Lake Ontario. If you see any illicit dumping in the Town 
of Gates, please call the Code Enforcement Officer at 429-8279. For more information on how you can help, please 
visit the Coalition’s website at www.stormwatercoalition.com

The BLUE AREA that is north of 
490/531 is our Round Pond Creek 
watershed. There are actually two 
tributaries that flow through Gates 
and eventually end up in Round Pond. 
One crosses Gates-Greece Townline
Road near Long Pond Road.

The RED AREA in the middle is known 
locally as Buffalo Creek. It flows in 
front of the Garden Factory and 
behind Bermar Park before eventually 
going into the Genesee River via the 
Erie Canal.

The PURPLE AREA is the Little Black 
Creek watershed. It crosses 
Coldwater Rd, Trabold Rd, Pixley Rd 
and through the Brooklea Country 
Club, before crossing Chili Ave and 
flowing towards Black Creek and the 
Genesee River.
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Keep different types of items separated (if you put concrete on top of your brush, we cannot pick up 
either).
Put small items/piles in your garbage can.  If it doesn't look like a pile, we might miss it.  Your garbage 
company will take it, and it will help us get through the Town quicker and more efficiently.
Do not put your items in bags or barrels.  If we cannot see what it is, we will not pick it up.
Keep branches to no more than 6-8 feet in length and in organized piles. Jumbled piles are harder to pick 
up.
Remove nails from wood and cut boards to 4-foot lengths. This reduces injuries to our employees (and 
tires!), and makes the wood easier for us to reuse.
Put your items out the night before. If we drive past your house, and there’s nothing there, we won’t know 
to come back for non-brush items. If you miss us, put your items in your garbage, or store them away for 
next week.
Do not put items in the road or gutters.  This actually makes it harder for us to clean up, and anything we 
cannot clean up can be washed into the storm sewer system, causing drainage issues and flooding during 
large storms.

The Highway Department will resume brush and general pick up activities on April 4, 2022, weather 
permitting.  Help us help you. If your brush pile is a few sticks, or can easily fit in your garbage tote, please 
consider disposing it with your regular garbage. It helps us get the Town cleaned up quicker, and allows us 
more time to work on other issues like potholes, tree trimming, and sidewalks.

Remember, we only pick up what we reuse or recycle. We take brush, shrubs and trees to a facility for chipping 
into mulch. The concrete, stone, dirt, and wood, we reuse to every extent possible. We have to pay to dispose 
of what we don’t use. The items we cannot reuse, we do not pick up: furniture/mattresses, 
appliances/electronics, grass clippings, paint or other household hazardous waste, and construction 
debris/building materials.  What we do not pick up can either be disposed of with your garbage company, at 
the Monroe County ecopark, or the County's Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day on April 30.  For 
more info, check out the County’s website: www.monroecounty.gov/ecopark/. 

Sometimes, we need extra time to pick up the non-brush items.  The Town is divided into five routes, one for 
each day of the week. Some routes take longer than others to complete, and depending upon the number of 
items out for pick up on any given route, it may take us an extra day or two to get the non-brush items. 
Brush items will always get picked up on your regular day (except holiday weeks).  Our goal is to have Gates 
clean by the end of the day on Friday.  If you're unsure which day is your pickup day, you can check our website 
at www.townofgates.org/street-pickup-schedule/ or call the Town Hall at 247-6100.

Here are seven small things you can do to help Keep Gates Clean:

The Town provides pick up services to its residents until leaf collection starts.

Tire Pickup Week (May 2-6): The Town will pick up two unmounted tires per household in the first week of 
May. Your day will be the same as your regular brush pick. If you have more than 2 tires, or if we miss you, you 
can bring the tires to the Highway Garage for disposal.

Highway Permit Notice: Effective April 1, 2022 the Town of Gates will require a permit for any work within its 
right-of-ways. This includes driveway replacement and/or expansion, tree removal, or tree planting. Check out 
the Town’s website (www.townofgates.org) for more information.

Spring Cleanup & Brush Service

Put this page on your fridge for easy reference!

http://www.monroecounty.gov/ecopark/
http://www.townofgates.org/street-pickup-schedule/


 
Some things to check as the snow melts are damaged fire hydrants especially near main roads. If you 
have a damaged hydrant please report it to the Fire Marshals Office or the Monroe County Water 
Authority.

 

Memorial Day is a day to remember and celebrate recognizing those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our freedom. BUT we need to do it safely. Some things to remember…

 

Only ground-based fireworks that emit showers of sparks, handheld wood sparklers, party poppers 
and snappers are legal to buy and use in New York. Aerial consumer fireworks, firecrackers and 
chasers, skyrockets, roman candles, bombs and metal wire sparklers are illegal in New York state.

 

When using sparklers and other ground based fireworks be cautious of the area round you. Never use 
them indoors as well as make sure the duds and used wicks are soaked in water to remove the heat to 
ensure reignition will not occur.

 

If you see use of illegal fireworks please dial 911. 
 

Fire Marshal's Corner

Did you know that every residence and business in the Town has to have their street number displayed? 
They are essential to make sure your mail gets delivered, that emergency services can find you, and that we 
can coordinate other municipal activities like tree trimming, brush pick up, etc. The numbers should be 
clearly visible and legible from the street.  So, if you don’t have numbers on your house, considered getting 
some on today!
Did you know that every property in Town is required to have refuse service? Regular garbage pick up is 
necessary to keep the garbage generated by residents and businesses contained and managed, reducing 
the nuisance to the neighborhood.  If you’re a landlord, as the owner of the property, you are responsible 
for the garbage pickup. If your tenant cancels their service upon move out, and leaves behind garbage, you 
are responsible for getting it properly disposed.  If you are having issues with your refuse service company, 
did you know that the Town licenses a number of local companies (Casella, Waste Management, Seyrek, etc.)
to operate in Town? A list of licensed companies is available on the Town’s website or by calling the Town 
Clerk’s Office. 
Did you know that the Town requires your lawn height to be maintained and to keep your landscaping 
areas trimmed?  Overgrown lawn and landscape areas are opportunities for the accumulation of blowing 
trash, dumping, rodent harborages, infestation, and other problems that contribute to blight and 
unsightliness on the neighborhood. Lawns in excess of six inches in height and unmaintained landscape 
areas are deemed to be unhealthful, hazardous, and dangerous conditions that could trigger a visit from 
Code Enforcement.
Did you know that all dogs in Town have to be licensed? This is actually a New York State rule that the Town 
is responsible for enforcing. A special permit is required to have more than 2 dogs at a residence, and is 
granted if there have not been any issues or complaints at the residence. Stop by or call the Town Clerk’s 
Office today for more information. 

Did You Know – Code Enforcement Edition
While working with residents in the Town, the Code Enforcement team has come across some unusual issues. 
So, this edition of Did You Know is focused on those little Town code requirements that are necessary to keep 
Gates clean and safe.

CODE ENFORCEMENT/FIRE MARSHAL PAGE |08
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July 1 – Date of Valuation, as set forth by laws, always July 
1st of prior year.

January 1 – Town & County property tax bills issued, uses 
prior year (2021) assessment roll data.
March 1 - *Taxable Status Date, exemption filing deadline: 
by law, property condition and ownership are determined 
as of this date. Informal assessment reviews by 
appointment with Assessor. 
May 1 – 2022 Tentative assessment roll published, by law 
the Assessor may no longer make changes to assessments; 
only changes allowed are through the Board of Assessment 
Review. 
Fourth Tuesday in May – Board of Assessment Review (BAR) 
meets to hear complaint (grievances) on assessments. Last 
day to file a formal complaint; applications due by 8:00pm 
on grievance Day. 
July 1 -2022 Final assessment roll published. Forthcoming 
school (Sept 2022) and Town & County (Jan 2023) tax bills 
will use data from this roll to do calculation of taxes owed. 
September 1 – School tax bills issued; current year 
assessment roll. All questions pertaining to tax bills are 
referred to the Town Tax Receiver’s Office.
October 1 – Informal review cycle begins for 2023; 
exemption renewal forms are mailed for upcoming year 
(2023) and are due no later than taxable status date (March 
1st).

Real Property Tax Cycle
                 - Significant Dates                   

    
   Each year the Town of Gates Assessment Office prepares and
publishes an assessment roll, used to determine each 
individual property owner(s) portion of the tax levy for the 
school tax bill and the combined Town & County tax bill.
  The amount of the levy is determined based on the budget 
requirements for Town, County & School. The Assessment 
Office does not establish tax rates.  Tax rates are set by each 
taxing entity independently of each other, like County, Town, 
Schools, Fire District, Ambulance etc.…The function of the 
Assessment Office is only to establish the value of your 
property and administer any exemption, where eligibility is met.

    Real Property Tax Cycle – Significant Dates
    Previous Year (2021)

    Current Year (2022)

  
  Ultimately it is the responsibility of the property owner to 
review and verity that their property inventory published on the 
tentative roll (May 1st) is accurate and report to the Assessor 
(in a timely manner) any errors for corrections, or to file 
grievances with the Board of Assessment Review. 
      *Taxable status date, Volume 8 Opinion of Counsel SBEA 
No.5, RPTL §320 and §500; assessments must be based upon 
the condition and ownership of property as of taxable status 
date (March 1st) even if that date falls on a Saturday, Sunday or 
public holiday; however, in the event of such, as it pertains to 
the filing of an application for exemption, the date is extended 
until the next business day. 

Both the tentative and final assessment rolls are 
published and placed on the Town webpage (required by 
law) and available in the Assessment Department during 
business hours. Be on the lookout for the 2023 Exemption 
Renewal forms to be mailed out to your homes sometime 
during the fall of 2022.
Are you turning 65 in 2023? Would you like to see if 
you could save more on your school taxes?

   First things first…Happy Birthday! If you are already 
receiving a Basic STAR exemption and will be turning 65 in 
the calendar year 2023; that means your birthday occurs 
on a day between January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023; 
you may be eligible to receive additional savings on your 
school tax bill! 

    To do this, you must apply for the Enhanced STAR 
exemption by MARCH 1, 2023 (taxable status date) even if
your birth date is after this date in 2023. Submit a 
completed, signed, forms RP-425_E and RP-425-IVP along 
with proof of age (driver’s license, etc.) and your 2021 
income information to the Assessor’s office. To meet 
eligibility, income must be less than $92,000-subject to 
change (Adjusted Gross Income minus IRA Distributions). 

    Bring your income documents with you, we make 
courtesy copies; if you are not sure you have the correct 
income information, just bring everything! 
  
   Our office can only accept 2021 income statements like 
tax returns and 1099s.

   It is important to note, that if you have previously 
registered for a STAR Credit Check with New York State 
(NYS), Department of Taxation & Finance (DTF), you are 
not eligible to apply for the exemptions.  NYS DTF will 
determine your added eligibility automatically based on 
your registration information for age and income.  

   We do recommend that anyone with questions should 
give our office a call (or stop in), as we would be happy to 
assist you in determining what action to take.

                Assessment Office - 
                  Webpage Updates 

   Always check to see what is new on the Assessor’s Office 
webpages. Periodic updates may answer questions, saving 
you a trip or we are just a phone call away. Town of Gates 
Assessor page can be found: https://www.townofgates.org

        
 Agostino Mineo, Assessor
     Town of Gates Town Hall
     1605 Buffalo Road
     Rochester NY 14624
      Office hours Mon-Fri 8am – 5pm             



A tribute to former Police Chief
 James VanBrederode

"A police department is
valueless if it does not 

develop relationships in 
the community it serves."

Chief VanBrederode’s career began when he earned an associate’s degree in 
Criminal Justice from Monroe Community College in 1984. A year later, at the 
age of 21, he was appointed to the Gates Police Department.  He left Gates in 
1989 to become an officer in the Rochester Police Department, an urban law 
enforcement agency which seemed at the time to offer more opportunity for 
advancement.  Three years later, he sought and received a reappointment to 
the Gates Police Department and went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in 
Sociology from Roberts Wesleyan College and a master’s degree in Public 
Administration from SUNY Brockport in 1992.  Within the department, he was 
promoted to sergeant in 1998, lieutenant in 2002 and Police Chief in July 
2013 upon the retirement of Chief David DiCaro. 

 

Jerry & Rusty Thurley, Julie Dietz, James VanBrederode, 
Bill Gillette, & George Lynd

Bill Gillette, Chief VanBrederode, 
Mark P. Gillette, Lt, Robert Long
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·Transition to an all SUV fleet at the request of 
the Gates Police officers.
·Acquisition of a new all-terrain vehicle and a 
first-ever surveillance van as the department 
began covert investigations from narcotics to 
prostitution.
·Expansion and redesign of the 
headquarters booking area and offices, 
including surveillance cameras and a 
number of security measures.
·At the request of the Gates Police officers, the 
addition of tactical uniform attire, a new 
exterior “vest cover” and acquisition of the first 
TASERS.
·Implementation of IMPACT!, the department’s 
Records Management System which was 
recommended by the office staff. 

·“Hiring” Sonny, the department’s second K9 
dog.
·Establishment of essential relationships with 
local clergy, and the autism and the opioid 
recovery communities.
·Recognition of 27-year-old Constable 
Franklin G. Dix—who in 1932 became the 
only Gates law-enforcement officer to have 
died in the line duty—with a Badge of Honor 
Association memorial on Wegman Road and 
enshrinement in the National Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial in 
Washington, D.C.
·Expansion of the Gates Police Honor Guard 
which now offers a gun salute.
·Restoration of the annual “Santa Run” during 
the holiday season.

Father Honored to put police badge on his son.
Officer Dakota VanBrederode and Chief JVB

 

Gates Chili Chamber of Commerce Award Ceremony
(Doug Emblidge, Krysie Letta, James VanBrederode)

Swearing in of "Sonny" with Cosmo Giunta, 
Officer Matt Miller, and Chief JVB 

The early days of the Gates Keystone band.
Brian Shults, James VanBrederode, Dan Loomis, Jim 

Gillette, Lance Duffy, Sung "Sonny" Chung
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Chief VanBrederode career accomplishments



Images of Gates 
History Discovered, 

Being Digitized

The Town of Gates, which was incorporated 
even before the City of Rochester, has a rich 

history. And William Gillette, the Town 
Historian, has the biggest office in the Gates 

Town Hall -- which is a good thing because the 
history collections take up that much space.  

 

Up to now the only way to see the collections 
was to visit his office in person. Bill decided 

there had to be a better way. A better way for 
the people of Gates to see and experience 

their history anytime they wanted. As COVID 
has shown us, that better way was on-line. 

Digital. 
 

Bill started by getting a pair of films digitized 
that offered a unique window into our town’s 

past and development. The first film was a 
16mm film originally shot in 1932 by the Gates 
Fire Department. In the film, the camera was 

mounted onto a fire engine and raced through 
the streets. The second film also on 16mm, 

shows the route being retraced some 30 years 
later by the same fire department. So much 
changes between the two films, and again 
between the second film and what we see 

today. 
 
 
 

Realizing he had so much more media -- VHS 
tapes, films and slides -- to make accessible, 
Bill brought in Mike Champlin of DeBergerac 

Productions to help. 
 

For Mike, this job became personal: “We 
discovered images of places that have 

completely changed. I even found pictures of 
the old Westgate Plaza, which is now a 

Walmart. This means a lot to me because my 
parents owned a video rental store here in 

the 1980’s”.
 

In addition to slides, Mike was able to digitize 
many of the parades and music festivals 

Gates has held over the years. Now begins 
the process of going through these files to 

see what else we have.
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In honor of Judy DeRooy
1924-2019

Former Gates Town Historian

Ms. DeRooy, who died at the age of 95 on December 8, 
2019, was active in town and civic organizations for many 
years. She served as Gates Town Historian, chairperson of 
the Gates Zoning Board of Appeals, dispatch and life 
member of the Gates Volunteer Ambulance Service, 
member of the Dr. Fleming Group at the former Park Ridge 
Hospital, secretary of the Gates Women’s Republican Club, 
member of the Gates Lions Club, and member of the 
Mothers of Twins Club. She was named 2008 Citizen of the 
Year by the Gates Chili Chamber of Commerce and was a 
retiree of the Gates Chili School District. 

“It is only right that we honor the memory of the dedication 
of Judy DeRooy to her community during President’s Week
with the presentation of a book to the library on the life 
and times of President Reagan,” said William A. Gillette, the 
current Town Historian.

Ms. DeRooy succeeded June Thomas and former Gates 
Supervisor Jack C. Hart as the Gates Historian position.
Ms. DeRooy was predeceased by her husband Peter. At 
her death in 2019, she was survived by sons David (Penny) 
DeRooy, Aaron (Cathy) DeRooy and Jason (Debra) DeRooy; 
grandchildren Matthew and Joshua; her sister Sophie 
Schubert; and nieces, nephews and cousins.

 
 

Michelle Daniels (pictured above), once 
led the Frederick Douglass Club to spread 

awareness of the history of this famous 
Rochesterian.  She is now working with 

County Legislator Frank Allkofer, Bill 
Gillette, and Anna Souannavong of the 

Gates Public Library to help create a kiosk 
in the library that would highlight the 

influence that Frederick Douglass has had 
on our community.

Preserving the Legacy of Frederick Douglass



Everyone is looking forward to getting back on their bikes! Here are some 
bike safety tips to keep you and your family safe this summer: 

·Wear a properly fitted bicycle helmet. Protect your brain, save your life. 
·Adjust your bicycle to fit. Stand over your bicycle. There should be 1 to 3 inches between you 
and the top bar of the bike. The seat should be level front to back. The seat height should be 
adjusted to allow a slight bend at the knee when the leg is fully extended. The handlebar height 
should be at the same level with the seat.
·Check your equipment. Before riding inflate tires properly and check that your brakes work.
·Go with the traffic flow. Ride on the right in the same direction as other vehicles. 
·Obey all traffic laws. When you ride in the street obey all traffic signs, signals, and lane markings.
·Wear bright colors and use lights, especially when riding at night and in the morning. Reflectors 
on your clothes and bike will help you be seen.
·Ride with your children. Stick together until you are comfortable that your kids are ready to ride 
on their own.
·Don't wear earphones. By law you may wear one earbud, but keeping your ears clear is a much 
safer choice.

For Children on Bicycles:
·Children under age one cannot be carried on a bicycle.
·Children must be carried in a properly affixed child carrier.
·Cyclists under age 13 must wear an approved helmet.

 

From the Chief - Robert Long
 

I am a 17 year veteran of the Gates Police Department after spending 3 years with the 
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office. I resided in Gates for just over 30 years. I have served on

all 3 shifts at some point in my career and also held the ranks of Sergeant and 
Lieutenant assigned to the road patrol. I am currently a member of the Gates Chili 
School Board. I look forward to working with the Gates Community to continue our 

support and to keep Gates the great town that it is!
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GATES RECREATION 
AND PARKS DEPARTMENT

2022 SUMMER PROGRAM GUIDE
REGISTRATION BEGINS

APRIL  13TH FOR RESIDENTS

Rhoda E. Ride, Chairperson
Gregory Westbrook, Vice Chairperson
Eileen Andrews
Abramo Bianchi
Rob Keister
Steve Murphy
John Unson

GATES RECREATION & PARKS COMMISSION

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday, 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

PHONE:  (585) 429-8289
E-MAIL ADDRESS: gatesrec@townofgates.org 
WEBSITE: www.gatesrecparks.org

Daniel Hoock, Director
Cindy Briggs, APRP, Recreation Supervisor
Stacie Paris, Recreation Supervisor
Ellen Fridman, Recreation Leader
Kim Vogler, APRP, Adult Services Coordinator

GATES RECREATION & PARKS STAFF
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BEFORE CARE - 7:30 AM drop off
For students in K – 5th Grade attending 
Walt Disney & Neil Armstrong Schools

Monday – Friday (Each day school is in session)
 
 

AFTER CARE - 6:00 PM is latest pick up
(Held at the Gates Recreation Center)    

For students in K - 5th Grade who live in the town of Gates 
and attend a Gates Chili district school

Monday - Friday (Each day school is in session)
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Tuesdays & 
Thursdays

Lunch served 
at 11:30am
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Westgate Park
1489 Howard Rd

Memorial Park
160 Spencerport Rd

Lions Park
100 Kentucky Ave

Open Picnic Pavilions:
Hours of Operation:

10 am - 9 pm    (May - October)
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Enclosed Shelters: Friday - Sunday
Residents - $150

Non-Residents - $300Hours of Operation:
9 am - 9:30 pm

Memorial Park
160 Spencerport Rd

Westgate Park
1489 Howard Rd

Monday- Thursday
Residents - $60

Non-Residents - $120

First Responders Park 
4310 Lyell Road

Visit our website (www.gatesrecparks.org) for specific information on each park 
and how to rent one of our facilities.

Wegman Rd Park
510 Wegman Rd

Friday - Sunday
Residents - $75

Non-Residents - $150

Monday - Thursday
Residents - $120

Non-Residents - $240

To see more photos of our parks, 
visit our website or Facebook 
page.  You can also call our 

office to set up an appointment 
with our park patrol to see the 

shelter in person.



Gates Garden
Club

Gates Historical Society
634 Hinchey Road

Rochester, NY 14624
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The Gates Garden Club's goal is to promote gardening, education 
and related environmental issues. We have very active, creative 

members. Some of them love actual gardening, hands in the soil! 
Some use flowers as means of artistic expression. Some take this 

opportunity to serve our community to create beauty. 
Our member Rosemarie LaPietra coordinated Wreaths Across 

America, a ceremony honoring our veterans in December.
 

We designed a Christmas tree for the historic Hinchey House for 
Holly Days. Thanks to Angie Masciangelo who handmade 

turquoise butterflies and topped the tree with a garden hat! 
Recycled bottles were made into ornaments for the outside trees.

 
"Lighting Up Gates" was a three night parade event with many 

decorated town trucks, buses, police cars and Santa on a sleigh. 
What an adventure! Our members used evergreens, large candy 

canes, tinsel, lights and candy ornaments to decorate an amazing 
wagon. We were able to brave a COLD ride one night and wave 
and throw candy to the excited happy residents. Thanks to the 

police dept. Bill Gillette, and Town of Gates for making this 
happen.

 
Our group meets at the town hall usually the second Thursday of 

the month (except July and August) at 6:30 PM. We are looking 
forward to speakers on adaptive gardening (April 14) and 

container planting (May 12) and SPRING, when we can get our 
hands in the dirt again. We would love to share our gardening 

adventures. Contact Sue at 585-247-1248 or scece6@yahoo.com

April 21: Douglas French, Deputy Director of Monroe County Parks Department will give a presentation on the 
history of Monroe County Parks and an update on current projects.
May 16: Don Dwyer, musician, singer, and songwriter will talk about the meaning behind songs from the Civil 
War as well as their impact in society at the time and some of the composers and their lives.
June 20: No program. Annual GHS member meeting.
July 18:Wolcott Hinchey, Hinchey family member will present “Living on the Historical Hinchey Homestead” 
giving a firsthand account of what it was like living in the Hinchey House and other adventures in the 
homestead.
August 15: James Gray, Funeral home owner and director, will give a presentation on the history of funeral 
homes.

 The Gates Historical Society will be hosting wonderful speakers in the coming months. We would love to have you 
join us. Programs are held on the 3rd Monday of the month at the Gates Town Hall Annex. The facility is 

handicapped accessible.
 

 
With the weather warming, our open hours at the Hinchey House will be changing. We will be open on 

Wednesdays from 10am -3pm and will be including some weekend hours. Visit our website, gateshistory.org for 
updates. We have been working hard in the house and our tours have been updated. Come out and see our 

newly remodeled and furnished laundry room and other additions and improvements. Tours are available during 
our open hours or by appointment. To schedule a tour, visit our website gateshistory.org, call the house at       
585-464-9740 or send an email to GatesHistoricalSociety@gmail.com. Tours cost $5 for members or $8 for       

non-members. We look forward to seeing you this Spring and Summer and would love to have you visit the house, 
enjoy a program and become a member!

mailto:scece6@yahoo.com
mailto:GatesHistoricalSociety@gmail.com




Town of Gates Recreation and Parks Department
1605 Buffalo Road
Rochester, NY 14624
(585) 247-6100 ext. 289

Town of Gates Public & Private Organizations
GATES PUBLIC LIBRARY.......................................................................247-6446
GATES CHILI CONTINUING ED.......................................................247-5345
GATES CHILI ROTARY CLUB.............................................................247-6420
WESTSIDE FAMILY YMCA...................................................................247-3501
GATES SOCCER (www.gatessoccer.org)...................................542-5705
GC LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL/SOFTBALL.............................820-0515
     www.gateschililittleleague.org 
GATES JR. SPARTANS FOOTBALL & CHEERLEADING......259-1000
    www.gatesjrspartans.com   

GATES HISTORICAL SOCIETY....................................464-9740
GATES GARDEN CLUB..................................................733-7331
GATES AMITA CLUB........................................................247-6601
GATES KIWANIS CLUB...................................................355-1399
GATES LIONS CLUB........................................................281-1790
SPORTSNET: Inclusive Opportunities for Persons with 
    physical disabilities....................................334-6000 ext 1120
ROCHESTER REGIONAL HEALTH SYSTEM TOTAL
    SPORTS EXPERIENCE.................................................458-4263

UPCOMING Spring/Summer EVENTS
WHERE MY DOGS AT 5K.................................................SATURDAY, APRIL 30TH
MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE..................................................... MONDAY, MAY 30TH
FAMILY BINGO NIGHT......................................................................FRIDAY, JUNE 3RD
SUMMER KICK OFF PICNIC.......................................................FRIDAY, JUNE 24TH
SUMMER CONCERTS..............................................BEGINS SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH
GREAT GATES CAMPOUT......FRIDAY, JULY 22ND - SUNDAY, JULY 24TH
SUMMER CELEBRATION.............................................SATURDAY, AUGUST 13TH


