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Good news! Punxsutawney Phil did NOT see his shadow so 
according to him, we will have an early spring. Let’s hope
 he is right, which will allow us to get an early start on our 
Public Works projects scheduled for this year. 

Speaking of spring, did you know that on April 8, 2024 there will be a Total
Solar Eclipse? The exciting part is that Rochester is the largest city in the
direct path of totality.  They are estimating three (3) minute and thirty eight
(38) second of total darkness here in our area. This is going to be huge event
with an expected amount of tourist and visitors to our Rochester area. They
are estimating about 300,000-500,000 visitors in our towns. Many of the
surrounding hotels are already completely booked. 

With that said, our town is holding a special event on April 8, 2024 called
the “Great Gates Eclipse 2024”.  Visit page 20 for more details or contact
our Recreation Department or Library for more information.  We will also
have a limited supply of eclipse glasses on hand. Please reach out to us to
see where you can pick up a set.

I wanted to also inform you about some County paving and sidewalk
projects that are scheduled in our town this year.  They are looking to mill
and pave two sections of town: Long Pond Road from (Lyell Rd to Gates
Greece Town Line Rd) and Manitou Road from (Les Harrison Dr. [Tech Park]
to Lyell Rd).  In addition, new sidewalk will be installed on the east side of
Elmgrove Road between Lyell Rd and Spencerport Road.

 I look forward to my continued service to our wonderful Gates community
in 2024. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions,
comments or concerns either through email: supervisor@townofgates.org,
calling me at 585-429-8210 or stopping into my office. As always, don’t
forget to visit our website www.townofgates.org or Facebook page for more
information.
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     Cosmo A. Giunta
     Town Supervisor

A Message from Supervisor Cosmo A. Giunta

mailto:supervisor@townofgates.org
http://www.townofgates.org/


From the Desk of the Town Clerk / Tax Receiver, Veronica Owens:

The Town of Gates Clerk’s Office would like to thank everyone for their 2024 Town
and County Tax payments. It is always good to see our residents when they come

in at tax time with greetings and family catch up stories! Paying taxes is not
pleasant, but we do enjoy the warm faces and conversations.

We have a new addition to the Town Clerks Office, Deputy Tax Receiver Valerie
Orbaker, another Gates resident, who is leaving her position at the Town of Rush

Clerks Office. Valerie has been a Gates resident for many years; she has given back
to our Town as a volunteer at Gates Ambulance and with the Gates Police

Department as a Neighborhood Watch Coordinator. Valerie understands the
Clerk’s office and will be a great asset to our department.
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Planning that outdoor summer wedding this year?
Marriage license are issued at the Town Clerks

Office by appointment, please call 585-247-6100
ext 411. Marriage license are not valid for 24 hours

and must be used within 60 days of issuance. 
Please call a couple of weeks before your wedding
to make your appointment. We will let you know at

that time what you will need to bring with you.

Haven’t gotten your fishing license yet?
 We do sell them at the Town Clerk’s Office in
the Town Hall. It’s that time of year already!

Remember all dogs in the Town of Gates need to be
licensed and renewed yearly. To register your dog you
must have a valid rabies vaccine, if your dog has been

spayed / neutered please bring that with you also.
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Help us to help you!
Just  a  few months  ago ,  the  Fire  Department

and Highway Department  responded to  a
f looding cal l  for  a  neighborhood having

issues  with  water  entering  basements .   Af ter
invest igat ing  the  cause ,  i t  turned out  that  i t

was  due to  brush  b locking  the  s torm drains .  

P lease  be  sure  to  keep your  s torm drains
clear  of  leaves ,  s t icks ,  and yard debris !  I f
you see  them blocked,  p lease  take  a  few

minutes  to  c lear  them of  debris .   This  can
help  prevent  i ssues  for  you and your

neighbors .  
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Brush pickup wi l l  resume as soon as the
weather  a l lows but  is  usual ly  the 1st  week in
Apri l .   Check the website  to  see which day

your street  p ick up is  on .   

The Town does not  p ick up furniture ,
e lectronics ,  grass c l ippings or  construct ion

mater ia ls .  

   P lease be sure to put  your brush pi le  on
the grass port ion near the road instead of

direct ly  in  the gutter .

Brush col lect ion wi l l  cont inue a l l  year  unt i l
leaf  col lect ion starts  in  the Fal l .

   

Friendly Brush Pickup Reminders

Tire Pickup Week
May 6th  -May 10th  

The Town wil l  p ick  up two
UNMOUNTED t ires  per  household.  

I f  you have more than two,  you
can bring  them to  the  Highway

garage  for  disposal .  
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Greetings from the Chief!

Hello all!  Hopefully we are sending the gray winter sky’s packing and are
gearing up for some great summer western New York weather.  Over the past

few months the Gates Police Department has had many changes. We
promoted a new Road Patrol Lieutenant and filled a previously vacant

Captain’s position. Sergeant Christopher Grimm was promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant in January 2024 and took over as the Road Patrol Commander. At

the February 2024 town board meeting, we promoted Lieutenant Matthew
Pascarella to the rank of Captain. Captain Pascarella and Lieutenant Grimm
have both held supervisory roles within our department for over 10 years.

April 11, 10:00am – Financial Fraud and Identity Theft for Seniors
Have you heard of all the ways one can be a victim of fraud? It can happen online, over the phone and in
person! The Gates Police Department presents a 1 hr informational session on how to protect yourself
from potentially being a victim. The Gates Police Criminal Investigators will guide you through some
common scams and help you understand what to do if you’re being scammed.

May 7, 7:00-9:00pm – Social Media Safety and Awareness – Parents and Children
This course is geared towards parents and children in order to better understand the risks of social
media, social media platforms and the internet. We will illustrate the long-term effects of irresponsible
social media usage and the effects it can have. Safe internet usage and practices. How to realize if you
being scammed by someone.

June 8, 10:00am-12:00pm – Bike Safety and Rodeo – Parents and Children
The Gates Police Department Bike Patrol Unit will conduct a safety presentation for all of those
interested in the safe operation of a bicycle. The class will provide general bicycle riding knowledge,
information on the rule of the road and much more. An equipment inspection to make sure you’re ready
to go will be conducted. A bicycle operation course will also be available to test out your new skills.

Sign up for these classes can be done through the Gates Recreation and Parks. All Gates
Residents may attend free of charge (preregistration is still required). A $10 non resident fee is
assessed for those whom reside outside of the Town of Gates.

This spring and summer we look to continue our involvement with many different
town events. Gates PD is proud to present the “Gates Police Community Safety
Series” in conjunction with Gates Recreation and Parks Department. We are
dedicated to bringing an informational series of classes and activities geared
towards keeping us all safe. The current schedule includes:



The possibility of a parish was first proposed on April 16, 1923.  The people of North Gates came together to ask for a parish for their
growing community. Most of the Catholic families here were either members of Holy Apostles or Holy Family Parishes. These were both
located several miles away. Distance and means of transportation became the most important obstacle a Catholic family had to
overcome in order to fulfill the obligations of their faith.

 The Catholics of North Gates persevered and on May 14, 1924, more than a year after being proposed, the Canonical approved the
request for the construction of the new, but yet unnamed parish. It was formally announced on July 1, 1924, but still only on paper.

 Where would the Masses be celebrated? The large farmhouse of the Michael Kenney Family was suggested. This home was farther west
at the intersection of Lyell and Howard Roads.

The next two weeks passed quickly as the Kenney Home was transformed into the parishes first place of worship. It was at this first
Mass that Father Baier, the first Pastor, would announce the new parish name.

When word had spread through North Gates that Mass was going to be said at the Kenney home, people arrived in such large numbers
that the plans had to be changed from an "Indoor Mass" to an "Outdoor Mass".

By January 26, 1925, permission was received to buy four acres offered by the Kenney family on Spencerport Road for $4,000. The
deed was recorded March 24, 1925.

It was hard to believe that a year had passed since the Kenney’s offered their home as a church. Now it was May 10, 1925 and they were
breaking ground for a Church and School at a cost of $20,665.75.  At 4:30 pm on Sunday, July 12, 1925 the cornerstone was laid into
place. The school opened on September 8, 1925 with an enrollment of 64 pupils.

The Depression hit and things quietly moved along, but soon after Gates started growing again...and quickly. Father John Baier was
assigned to another parish in 1937.  Father Raymond Epping became pastor and served the parish until his retirement in 1960. Father
Elmer Heindl was assigned for one year, then Monsignor Dennis Hickey was named pastor in 1961 and served until 1968, when he was
appointed auxiliary Bishop. In 1966, the rapid suburban growth had reached a high again and an expansion of the church and school
took place.

Coming to St. Theodore's as a new pastor was Father Gerald Dunn. He was instrumental in getting lay people to become involved in the
work of the parish. St. Theodore's Council was organized in 1971 and was among the first in the diocese. In 1973, groundbreaking for
Dunn Tower Apartments was held. Father Dunn was the force behind getting this much needed senior housing. It was built on land
donated by St. Theodore's Parish. Dunn Tower II was completed in 1979.

 Father Dunn retired in June of 1992 and Father Dan Holland was named pastor. The Parish thrived under Fathers Dan's leadership and
pastoral guidance. In June 1994 the Diocese closed the school to make way for a central junior high, All Saints Academy.

As the 75th Anniversary of the parish came to be, so did another renovation. In January 1999, the parish celebrated the dedication of
the church with former pastor, Bishop Dennis Hickey, presiding.

 In 2002, Father Holland was assigned to St. Pius and Father George Okoth came to St. Theodores. He served until 2005, when he
became a chaplain in the Army. Father Steve Kraus was named Pastor in 2006 and retired in June 2017. Father Frederick Asurning, who
was a chaplain at Strong Memorial Hospital, was assigned as Parochial Administrator in June 2017 and was called back to Ghana in June
2021. Father Kevin McKenna was assigned Pastor in June 2021, and is currently leading our parish. He was able to provide us with the
support needed during the Covid epidemic and encouraged us to stay strong in our faith through this very difficult time.

 One hundred years ago, the families of the North Gates community came together to establish a place to honor and worship God.
During this year, help us to gratefully remember the beginning, respect what wonderful things they accomplished, and to work hard to
strengthen our faith community for future generations to follow.
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 100th Anniversary
1924-2024

St. Theodore's Church

Original Building - 1925



The Gates Volunteer Ambulance Service (GVAS) marked six decades of operations on February 23,
2024, which was the 60th anniversary of the first official meeting of the Board of Directors at which
Gates Police Chief William Stauber was elected president; John F. Montione, M.D., was elected vice

president; and Gerald Schifino was elected secretary. John DeGroot was appointed as the first
director of operations. Anthony Federico was appointed as the first director of training.

           Within a month of the meeting, the first formal fund drive began under 
the leadership of Robert Lechner of Hinchey Road.

 Thirty volunteers then joined and began their first aid training. By September 1964, the board took
delivery of a new ambulance at a cost of $10,195 and the first emergency call to which GVAS

responded came in at 5:15 p.m. on November 2, 1964. It was an auto accident on Chili Avenue; victims
were taken to St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester. A few days later, on Sunday, November 8, 1964, a
public open house was held at the first formal GVAS headquarters in the renovated Gulf Service

Station on the northeast corner of the Buffalo Road/Howard Road intersection.
 The first maternity call was received at 5:20 a.m. on Monday, March 22, 1965. Volunteers David

George and Robert Ruemelin responded to the home of Ann German and her family on Laurel Avenue
and delivered Ann’s second child, daughter Ellen, at the house.

 On Saturday, June 18, 1966, the GVAS headquarters were relocated to a new building at 144
Gatewood Avenue. In March 1977, a new base of operations was opened at 1600 Buffalo Road; and on
July 8, 2011, the ribbon was cut for the opening of the present headquarters at 1004 Elmgrove Road.

 In March 2014, GVAS and the Spencerport Volunteer Ambulance Service merged to consolidate
emergency medical service operations in both communities.

 Today, more than 100 volunteer and career members operate a fleet of 12 vehicles and one UTV
from three stations and cover a district of more than 52 square miles.  In 2023, GVAS responded to
more than 9,900 calls for service, with most of the responses requiring Advanced Life Support. In

addition, GVAS hosts weekly blood pressure checks and monthly CPR, AED and Stop the Bleed
training for the community, along with other advanced classes for health care providers.

PAGE |10Gates Ambulance
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 50th anniversary
 1974-2024

George Savastano is the founder of Savastano's Bakery & Pizzeria, a family owned and operated bakery, pizzeria, Italian
market and catering business proudly serving the Rochester area since 1974. Located at 477 Spencerport Road in the

Town of Gates, this beloved bakery is well-known for their delicious pizzas, hot and cold subs and variety of homemade
Easter breads, and is home to the "original Mini Pizzas and Stuffed Breads.” Even after 50 years, you’ll often find George

in the back of the bakery with a big smile on his face and flour on his hands. 

George discovered his love for baking while serving in the United States Army. After completing his military service in
November, 1965, he came home and worked with Gruttadauria’s Bakery where his interest in baking turned into a

passion. In the late 60s, after a few years of long hours, back-breaking work and a strong work ethic, George was able to
make his dream come true and open his own bakery at 25 Jay Street. He operated his bakery while still working for

Gruttadauria's next door. When Helen and Sam Gaglio, the owners of Gruttadauria's, returned from a visit to Italy raving
about the small pizzas they had enjoyed there, George decided to create his own version and the Savastano’s mini-pizza
was born! In 1974, George moved Savastano’s Bakery from Jay Street to Spencerport Road. The family baking business

has been going strong ever since. 

 Savastano’s Bakery is proudly celebrating their Golden Anniversary in 2024. After 50 years in business, they still use
traditional Italian family recipes that have been passed down for generations. When Savastano's first opened, it was

operated by George, his wife, Linda, his parents, Francis & Tom Savastano, and his mother- and father-in-law, Connie &
Phil DeSino. As the business grew, so did the amount of family that worked there. Over the years all four of his children,
George, Philip, Tommy & Gina have worked there and when you go in today, you’ll still find brothers- and sister in-laws,

nieces, nephews, cousins and now grandchildren working in both the front and back of the bakery. Making bread and
pizza has never been more of a family affair than it is at Savastano's.

George still comes in everyday to make his special homemade cookies, but has happily passed other responsibilities on
to his family. His son, George is now the lead baker. His daughter, Gina is the operations manager and his granddaughter,
Alexis, the business manager. Savastano’s is a family business through and through - it’s how the business began in 1974

and it’s how it’s still being run. They do it for the love of baking and they do it for their customers who are their
neighbors and friends as well.

George says that, “Baking is one of the ways we show love, and it’s also our way of thanking the community. Everyone
has helped us make wonderful memories with Savastano's Bakery. We thank you all for being a part of our story and for
celebrating the past 50 years with us. We couldn’t have made it happen without you. Stop in and say hello to George or

one of the family. We guarantee you’ll see one or two or five there!
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The Garden Factory is a family-owned independent garden center located
in the town of Gates. Started by Robert and Patricia Martell in March of
1974, the business is now operated by the 2nd generation Richard and

Jacqueline Martell and 3rd generation Reid and Sydney Martell.  They love
what they do every day and take pride in their work. They are also very
thankful for their dedicated employees and faithful customers for the

support they have received over these past 50 years. This year in honor of
their anniversary, The Garden Factory will be hosting some in-store

specials in the spring of 2024 and throughout the year. Look for e-mails
and various other avenues of advertising to commemorate this milestone.

 50th anniversary
 1974-2024



GATES HISTORCIAL SOCIETYPAGE |  13

634 Hinchey Road, Rochester, NY 14624
(585) 464-9740     gateshistory.org
gateshistoricalsociety@gmail.com

Open Wednesdays 10 am - 4 pm 
First Saturday & Third Sunday 1-4pm
Other hours by appointment

For our 25th anniversary, we are going to share the celebration with our community, and we have a
lot of fun things planned for the coming months.  Beginning in April and through October, the
Hinchey House will be open every Wednesday 10-4, the first Saturday of the month 1-4 and the third
Sunday of the month 1-4. On our weekend open days, we will be offering tours of the homestead as
well as family and children’s activities. There will be something for everyone this summer at the
Hinchey Homestead.

We will be having 2 concerts on our lawn this summer. On July 21st, the Fiddlers of the Genesee will
be performing at 2:00 and on August 18th, The Gates Keystone Club Police Pipes and Drums will be
performing at 2:00. We plan to have educational displays and activities for the kids on both days as
well as tours of the house and grounds. We look forward to hosting these wonderful performances
on the Homestead. Both events are free and open to the public.

Our line up of programs this year is also exciting.  We hope that you will join us. All of our programs
are held on the third Monday of the month at 7pm in the Gates Town Hall Annex. The building is
handicapped accessible, and we will have light refreshments. Our programs are also free and open
to the public.  

April 15: Don Alhart presents “A Generation of Idiots”
May 20: Author, Don Shilling will share about “The Roaring Twenties”
June: Annual Membership Meeting: A special, fun meeting will be held.
July 15: Lisa Kleman will share a history of the Rochester Park Band
August 19: Warren Kosel from the Rochester Americans will share a history of Amerks Hockey.
September 16: Deborah Hughes from the Susan B. Anthony House and Museum will share a history of Susan B. Anthony.
October 21: Author, Jane Grant will share about Historical Barns
November 18: Garth Brokaw, Gates Historical Society Co-President, will present “Significant Women Leaders in
Rochester History.”
December: Annual Holly Days event

We have events and activities in the works that we are sure will be enjoyed by all. We are planning to
have another Hinchey History Day (hopefully in September), exhibits at the Hinchey Homestead,
and fun activities for families and children. We really hope that many people will visit the Hinchey
Homestead this year. Whether you have visited before or this will be your first visit, we are sure that
you will enjoy your visit. Be sure to stay connected with us on Facebook and our website
gateshistory.org. As always, if you have any questions or would like to schedule a tour of the house
call us at (585) 464-9740 or send us an email at gateshistoricalsociety@gmail.com. We look forward
to celebrating our 25th anniversary with you this year!

mailto:gateshistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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T E E N S  &  T W E E N S

Baby Story Time (ages birth - 2 with a caregiver)
Mondays at 9:30am. 
Story Time with Mary Jo & Jen (ages 2 - 5 with a caregiver)
Mondays & Tuesdays at 10:15am. 
Time for Tots (ages 1 - 5 with a caregiver)
Wednesdays at 10:15am.
Doodles Art Club (grades 4 - 6)
First Wednesday of the month from 5:30pm - 6:30pm.
Registration is requested.
RocDog Visits (all ages)
First & third Thursday of each month from 6:30pm - 7:30pm
in the children's area. Read to (and pet) therapy dogs!
Lego Club (ages 5 - 12) 
Second Thursday of each month from 6:30pm - 7:30pm. No
registration. No meeting in July or August.
Kids Coding Club (grades 1 - 5)
Fourth Thursday of each month from 5:00pm - 6:00pm. Learn
the basics of coding through play! Registration is encouraged.
Pokémon Club (ages 6 - 13) 
First & third Friday of each month from 4:30pm - 5:30pm. No
registration.
Preschool Dance Party (ages 1 - 5 with a caregiver)
Second Friday of each month at 10:15am. 

C H I L D R E N  &  F A M I L I E S

Yoga Storytime (ages 1 - 5 with a caregiver)
Third Friday of each month at 10:15am. 
Sensory Play Time (ages birth - 5 with a caregiver)
Last Friday each month at 10:15am. 
Super STEM (ages 5 - 10 with a caregiver)
Wednesday, April 3 from 2:00pm - 3:30pm. Our April Super
STEM will feature a short book and four science
experiments! Please register so we have enough supplies. 
Toddler Time (ages 1 - 3 with a caregiver)
Saturday, April 13 from 9:30am - 10:00am.
Therapy Dog Story Time (all ages) 
Saturday, April 13 from 11:00am - 11:30am. No registration.
Join us and Gryffin the Therapy Dog as we read stories, sing
songs and learn about therapy dogs.
Paper Airplane Challenge
Friday, May 24 from 4:30pm - 5:30pm. Explore the science of
flight by creating paper airplanes and gliders. No registration.
Summer Reading Kickoff (ages birth - 12)
Monday, July 1 from 6:00pm - 7:30pm. Come to our annual
ice cream social and sign up for summer reading! Registration
required.
Summer Olympics
Saturday, August 10. Time TBD. Celebrate the end of
summer reading with fun games and prizes!
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GATES PUBLIC LIBRARY PROGRAMS
Visit the library's website for more information on library services, programs, events, and holiday closures.

Chess Club for Kids (ages 18 and under)

Second & fourth Monday of each month from 6:00pm - 7:30pm.

Teen/Tween Tuesday Craft (ages 8 - 18)

Join us in person every Tuesday night (except for the second

Tuesday) in the meeting room from 6:30pm - 7:30pm.

Registration is required, and class size is limited to 35 people.

Deb Coller Craft Workshops (ages 8 - 18) 

Every second Tuesday from 6:30pm - 7:30pm. Registration is

required, and class size is limited to 24 people.

Minecraft Club (all ages)

First & third Thursdays of each month from 5:00pm - 6:00pm.

Come play Minecraft on provided laptops and tablets.

Registration is requested.

Cupcake Wars (ages 8 - 18) Saturday, April 6th from 10:00am -

11:30am. Registration is required, and class size is limited to 24

people.

T-Shirt Painting Program (ages 8 - 18) 

Monday, June 24 from 6:30pm - 7:30pm. Registration is

required, and class size is limited to 35 people.

Video Game Development Boot Camp

Dates TBD. Learn to make your own video games in a month of

weekly classes with game developer Trent Garlipp. 

Tween/Teen Summer Reading Program (ages 8 - 18) 

Program runs from July 1 - August 10. Registration begins

Monday, July 1.
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S u m m e r  2 0 2 4S u m m e r  2 0 2 4
B o o k  S a l e  D a t e sB o o k  S a l e  Da t e s

Friends of the Gates Public Library

J u l y  1 8  -  2 0J u l y  1 8  -  2 0

Visit the library's website for more information on library services, programs, events, and holiday closures.

A D U L T S

Technology Seminars with Daniel Jones

First Wednesday of each month from 6:00pm - 7:30pm. Explore a

popular technology topic with Daniel Jones in these 90-minute

seminars. Registration is requested.

Sit, Knit, and Stitch

First Thursday of each month from 6:00pm - 7:45pm. 

Movie Matinee

Second Thursday of most months at 2:00pm. Call for titles.

#ReadWomen Book Club

Last Thursday of each month from 6:30pm - 8:00pm.  Registration

is requested.

Deb Coller Watercolor Painting

Saturday, April 13 from 1:00pm - 2:00pm: Rainy Misty Day

Saturday, May 11 from 10:00am - 11:00am: Field of Flowers

Saturday, June 8 from 1:00pm - 2:00pm: TBD

July and August classes TBD

Lyre, Lyre Harp Duo - Broadway Hits

Tuesday, April 9 from 6:30pm - 8:00pm. 

AARP Smart Driving Course 

Wednesday, April 10 & Friday, April 12 from 10:00am -

1:00pm. Must attend both sessions to get your certificate.

Large Tote Bag Stenciling

Saturday, April 13 from 10:00am - 12:00pm

Liz Bauld Cooking Class (subject TBD)

Saturday, April 27 from 2:00pm - 3:30pm.

Gulf of Tonkin Talk with MCC Professor Mark Sample

Thursday, May 23 from 6:30pm - 8:00pm.

Edward Jones Quarterly Coffee Club: The Markets

Thursday, June 26 from 1:30pm - 2:30pm.

Liz Bauld Cooking Class - Not Your Ordinary Picnic Sides

Saturday, July 13 from 11:00am - 12:30pm.

Adult Summer Reading

Monday, July 1 - Saturday, August 10.

Adult End of Summer Reading Party

Monday, August 19 at 6:00pm - 8:00pm.

Solar Eclipse
On April 8, Join the Library at Total Sports Experience for the town-wide
solar eclipse. There will be games, food trucks, a DJ, and more! We will
have solar eclipse glasses to give out: two per family, until the supply runs
out. 

Kids’ Clothing Exchange
Starting Monday, April 1, bring in clean (washed), gently used children’s
clothes, sizes newborn through 20, or children’s shoes. Donations will be
accepted at our circulation desk until Friday, April 19. The exchange will
happen on Saturday, April 20 from 9:00am – 2:00pm. For more questions,
please don’t hesitate to call us at (585) 247-6446 or email us at
gatesreference@libraryweb.org.

Kitten Shower 
Saturday, April 27 from 11:00am - 3:00pm. Come meet the cats of Greece
Residents Assisting Stray Pets, who are all looking for their fur-ever
homes! Make a donation, pet some adorable cats of all ages, and maybe
adopt one (or two)!

American Red Cross Blood Drives at Gates Public Library
Tuesday, May 21 and Tuesday, August 20 from 1:00pm - 6:00pm. Save
lives by donating blood! Register at the Red Cross website:
RedCrossBlood.org

N O T A B L E  E V E N T S

2024
SUMMER READING

PROGRAMS
FOR ALL AGES!

CHILDREN (AGES 0 - 12)
Sign up at the library starting on Monday, July 1 by
agreeing to read a certain number of minutes every day
(you must read at least 10 minutes a day)
Track your reading on your reading log (provided upon
registration)
Bring your reading log in each week to receive a prize!

TEEN (AGES 9 - 18)
Sign up at the library starting on Monday, July 1
You will receive a packet with review cards
Read books or listen to audiobooks
Write a review card for each book you read/listen to and
drop your completed cards in the box at the teen librarian's
desk
The librarian will draw names each week and winners will
receive prizes

ADULT (AGES 18+)
Sign up at the library starting Monday, July 1
You will receive a packet with review cards
Read books, e-books, or listen to audiobooks
Write a review card for each book you read/listen to and
drop your completed cards in the wooden box
The librarian will draw names each week and winners will
receive prizes

T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  S U M M E R  R E A D I N G
T H E M E  I S  “ A D V E N T U R E  B E G I N S

A T  Y O U R  L I B R A R Y ! ”
C H E C K  O U R  W E B S I T E  L A T E R
T H I S  Y E A R  F O R  M O R E  I N F O !

April 8: 3:00pm -
4:00pm closing for

the eclipse

May 25: 1:00pm
closing for

Memorial Day

May 27: Closed for
Memorial Day

July 4: Closed for
Independence Day

C L O S I N G S

mailto:gatesreference@libraryweb.org
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 CAR SEAT INSTALLAT ION CHECKS

JUNIOR F IRE  ACADEMY 2024

Gates Fire District

Gates Fire District provides free car seat installation checks on the 4th Tuesday of every month. We
prefer all to have appointments prior to arriving at our fire houses for a check.

Here is why we request you make an appointment:

·Not all firefighters are certified to install car seats.
·Not every fire house will have a technician available.
·The firefighters on duty are busy taking calls. If you drive up, they may not be there. 

Expectant parents should plan to have their seat installed at least 1 month in advance. This way you
can be prepared in the event of an early delivery. We look forward to assisting you, but, PLEASE, call
first. If we aren’t available, we can give you information for finding someone who is. Contact us at 585-
426-2720 to make your appointment. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
The Gates Fire District will once again be hosting Junior Fire Academy from July 15-19, 2024. This

program is designed to introduce children going in to grades 6 through 8 to possible career
opportunities available within the fire service & related fields.

Applications will be available April 2024. Go to gatesfd.org for more information.

CIT IZENS F IRE  ACADEMY SEMINAR 2024

The Gates Fire District’s Citizens Fire Academy Seminar (CFAS) is a free program designed to inform
our citizens about the services provided by their fire department. The CFAS is open to individuals, 18
years of age or older, who reside in the Gates Fire District. The CFAS gives fire department personnel

an opportunity to welcome residents into the firehouse and introduce them 
to the unique ways we serve our community. 

Participants will also be provided with CPR, Stop the Bleed, and fire extinguisher training, along with
being able to witness technical rescue and other evolutions conducted by our firefighters. 

**Space is limited to 16 participants and applications are due by April 7**
Go to gatesfd.org or the Gates or Chili Recreation Department for more information and applications.

Saturday April 27th, 2024 from 8am-3:30pm, Gates Fire District Sta. 1, 2355 Chili Ave
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The Gates Garden Club members were very excited to be awarded a
National Garden Club $2,000 Plant America Grant! It will allow us

to plant a garden in the courtyard of the Gates-Chili Middle School
with the Outdoor Education Club. There were 100 applicants but
Jen Timmer did an amazing job on the application. Stay tuned to

hear about our progress in the spring!

The members have been busy participating in Gates Trunk or Treat,
providing refreshments for the Veteran’s Day ceremony, helping to
support Rosemarie LaPietra in her 10th year of organizing Wreaths

Across America with the town, and decorating and riding the wagon in
the Santa parade lighting up Gates! At our November meeting, Liz

Magnanti taught us how to attract birds to our yards. We celebrated
with flowers and citing 25 contributions to our club, our member of 25

years, Pat Bauer at our Christmas party. Our generous members
brought in supplies for the Coldwater Women and Children’s Shelter

and food for St. Theodore’s pantry this December.

Our group meets the second Thursday of the month at 6:30 in the
town hall annex. Please join us for flowers, friendship and fun!

Website: gatesgardenclub.com 
Email: gatesgardenclub@gmail.com
Facebook page: Gates Garden Club

mailto:gatesgardenclub@gmail.com


GATES RECREATION 
AND PARKS DEPARTMENT

2024 SPRING/SUMMER 
PROGRAM GUIDE

RESIDENT REGISTRATION BEGINS APRIL  3  

Rhoda E. Ride, Chairperson
Eileen Andrews
Abramo Bianchi
Steve Murphy
John Unson

GATES RECREATION & PARKS COMMISSION

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday, 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

PHONE:  (585) 429-8289
E-MAIL ADDRESS: gatesrec@townofgates.org 
WEBSITE: gatesrecparks.org

Daniel Hoock, Recreation Director
Cindy Briggs, Recreation Supervisor
Stacie Paris, Recreation Supervisor
Ellen Fridman, Recreation Supervisor
Kim Vogler, Adult Services Coordinator
Frank Andolina, Recreation Assistant
Leilani McGrath, Recreation Assistant

GATES RECREATION & PARKS STAFF

MISSION STATEMENT
To provide accessible, affordable, and quality leisure
programs, activities, services and facilities to all residents of
the Town of Gates and to ensure residents that all programs
and facilities are available for the public to participate in
regardless of race, gender, income, physical disabilities, creed
or other barriers that would preclude participation.
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Westgate Park
1489 Howard Rd

Memorial Park
160 Spencerport Rd

Lions Park
100 Kentucky Ave

TOWN PARKS & SHELTER RENTAL INFOPAGE |  35

Open Picnic Pavilions:
Hours of Operation:

10 am - 9 pm    (May - October)

Enclosed Shelters: Friday - Sunday  
Residents - $150

Non-Residents - $300Hours of Operation:
9 am - 9:30 pm

Memorial Park
160 Spencerport Rd

Monday- Thursday
Residents - $60

Non-Residents - $120

First Responders Park 
4310 Lyell Road

Visit our website (www.gatesrecparks.org) for specific information on each
park and how to rent one of our facilities.

Wegman Rd Park
510 Wegman Rd

Friday - Sunday 
Residents - $75

Non-Residents - $150

Monday - Thursday
Residents - $120

Non-Residents - $240

The price of our enclosed shelters
increases on holidays.  To see more

photos of our parks, visit our website
or Facebook page.  You can also call

our office to set up an appointment to
see the shelter in person.

Refund/Change of Date Fee Policy: 
No refunds will be made unless notification
of cancellation is given 14 calendar days in

advance. The processing fee for all
reservation refunds is $25. There is a $20

charge for changes of date or location. Any
date change must also be received 14

calendar days in advance.



Town of Gates Public & Private Organizations
GATES PUBLIC LIBRARY.......................................................................247-6446
GATES CHILI CONTINUING ED.......................................................247-5345
GATES CHILI ROTARY CLUB.............................................................247-6420
WESTSIDE FAMILY YMCA...................................................................247-3501
GATES SOCCER (www.gatessoccer.org)...................................542-5705
GC LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL/SOFTBALL.............................820-0515
     www.gateschililittleleague.org 
GATES JR. SPARTANS FOOTBALL & CHEERLEADING......259-1000
    www.gatesjrspartans.com   

GATES HISTORICAL SOCIETY....................................464-9740
GATES GARDEN CLUB..................................................733-7331
GATES AMITA CLUB........................................................247-6601
GATES KIWANIS CLUB...................................................355-1399
GATES LIONS CLUB........................................................746-1179
SPORTSNET: Inclusive Opportunities for Persons with 
    physical disabilities....................................334-6000 ext 1120
ROCHESTER REGIONAL HEALTH SYSTEM TOTAL
    SPORTS EXPERIENCE.................................................458-4263

Town of Gates Recreation and Parks Department
1605 Buffalo Road
Rochester, NY 14624
(585) 247-6100 ext. 289

Memorial Day Service...........................................................................May 27
Kids Fest at First Responders Park.....................................................June 8
Driving Tour of Gates..........................................................................June 12
St. Theodore’s Celebration of First Mass & Ice Cream Social.....June 22
Fiddlers of the Genesee at Hinchey House......................................July 21
Gates Summer Celebration at Memorial Park............................August 10
Gates Keystone Pipes & Drum Band at Hinchey House...........August 18
St. Theodore’s Church Parish Picnic................ ...........................August 25

UPCOMING EVENTS


